
A Talk on ‘How to Speak Politely in English’ 

 

How to speak correct English is a matter of semantics- and grammar. But how to speak polite English is a 

different question altogether. How should you complain without offending and criticize without 

denouncing? How should you word your request to make it sound like one? Are you sure you were 

appreciating and complimenting your friend on her achievement, and not complementing her sorrows 

or her burden of failure? Do you vocalize your words in the right intonation- to say what you mean and 

to mean what you say? Thankfully, we had just the right person to tell us- all this, and more. 

 

Prof. Shreesh Chaudhary, Professor of English and Linguistics, Department of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, IIT Madras visited The LNMIIT on 23rd August 2014, to deliver a talk on How to Speak Politely 

in English. The session got an enthusiastic response with jam-packed attendance, despite it being an 

examination day. Well worth it! To hear him talk was great fun. After all, not many professors play 

movie clippings in their classrooms to send their point across- well, not in the comedy genre, anyways. 

That is just what Prof. Shreesh Chaudhary did. After the initial giggles, for having to mimic the old lady’s 

character from the movie, the students were able to see the point behind Prof. Chaudhary’s 

methodology. Learn from examples - right and wrong alike. Exercise the senses - oral and aural, with 

careful discerning, to identify the pleasing and polite parts of the language. Mind your syllables , and 

oral punctuation. And practice, over and over! The one hour session just breezed by, and students were 

left wanting for more. Another time, Professor Chaudhary promised. 

 

 

The event was organized by the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS), LNMIIT. Dr. S.S. 

Gokhale, Institute Director, delivered a vote of thanks to Prof. Shreesh Chaudhary at the conclusion of 

the event. 


