CULTURAL TRAJECTORIES
THROUGH
LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND MEDIA

  
 

   
    

29 April - 01 may 2022

About the Conference

‘Culture’ is a loaded and intense term that encapsulates the intersections of complex social
structures, ideologies, and representations. Culture and its intricate study are thus situated
in the dense interplay of deeper linguistic expressions, diverse literary and non-literary
constructions, and polymorphous media narratives. While reading a Harry Potter book;
watching a Bollywood movie; enjoying an IPL match; relishing the WhatsApp jokes; buying
a Maharaja burger; and interacting in a multicultural classroom—we are invariably and
unwittingly encompassed and informed by the ‘circuit of culture’ (Paul Du Gay: 1997). From
academic deliberations to everyday life experiences, dominant as well as subversive
meanings are being continuously produced, reproduced, shared, and contested.

In Michael Foucault’s worldview, culture and its meanings are governed by discourses that
are produced by effects of power within a social order, which prescribes rules and
categories defining the criteria for legitimatizing a certain set of meanings. While
discussing the semiological processes of encoding and decoding messages, Stuart Hall
(1997) also espouses the complex structure of relations through the interconnected
processes of articulation, discursive elements of production, and interpretative elements
of the reception. More importantly, with rapid and pervasive digitalization, the politics of
representations and articulations have become more crucial in today’s world. The
investigations of cultural ethos and experientialities tellingly thrive on criticalities of
language, mediation, and representation. Accordingly, the realms of postcolonial, feminist,
gender, ethnic, media or linguistic studies, far from being compartmentalized domains
have come to sharing overlapping approaches, pedagogies, and concerns. Our conference
seeks to uncover these juxtapositions and the intersectionality of culture and map
the layered trajectories within.
We aim to delve deep into exploring the politics of culture, its trends, and ever-changing
dimensions vis-à-vis the varied forms and depictions. In short, through this conference we
seek to address questions such as
How do the contemporary cultural paradigms shape the narratives of literature, language,
and media?
How are the emerging fields and popular forms of literature and linguistic articulations
reflecting upon and rendering ‘culture’ and its manifoldness?

How does the growing digitalization attest to the new modes of cultural utterances and
enunciations?

In what ways can media and cinema be studied and analyzed as influenced by the
ideological frames of ‘culture’?
How far can ‘culture’ be debated, resisted, and transformed by the heterogeneous modes
of literature, language, and media?
In what ways do globalization, borderlessness and the growing interconnectedness
harmonize or erode cultures?

About LNMIIT

The LNMIIT is an institution of higher learning focused in select areas of engineering,
sciences, humanities and social sciences with an innovative blend of interdisciplinary
flavor and contemporary relevance. The Institute, despite being young (founded in 2002,
jointly by the Government of Rajasthan and the Lakshmi & Usha Mittal Foundation in the
public-private partnership mode) is considered as one of the best institutions in its
chosen areas of higher learning, both in the state and the country. The Institute aspires to
create a niche for itself in both Indian and global arenas by adopting a multi-disciplinary
approach with a focus on research, development, teaching-learning, entrepreneurship,
outreach, and collaboration while maintaining an eco-system that would ensure work-life
balance of its people and enable holistic development of its students.

About the Department of HSS
The Department of Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) was conceptualized on the
premises of the premier institutions such as, the IITs and NITs. It has three disciplines:
Economics, English (Literature and Linguistics) and Psychology. The faculty members offer
a wide array of courses which aim at a holistic development of the students. The
Department promotes research and teaching in emerging fields of enquiry in humanities
and social sciences. It offers an enriching platform where technical education is
complemented with a critical social understanding. With its varied range of research
interests and expertise, the Department believes in rigorous scholarship and
promotes innovative research of inter/multidisciplinary nature.

Call for Papers
The three-day international conference on “Cultural Trajectories through Literature,
Language, and Media” will be held on 29 April - 01 May 2022. It seeks to invite submissions
from faculty, PhD scholars, post-graduate students, young authors, digital and media
practitioners. It looks forward to cross-disciplinary discussions and deliberations for
facilitating critical insights and innovative ideas for social development. The objective is to
provide a platform for intellectual discussions and explorations of cultural productions
vis-à-vis the diversifying fields of language, literature, and media. It aspires to
conglomerate researchers, faculty, academicians, media critics, and all those who can
throw light on the prevailing and emerging trajectories of contemporary culture.

The conference thus invites submissions on the themes which include but are not limited
to:
Medical, health, and digital humanities as new cultural tools
Graphic narratives and comic culture
Subversive cultures and postmodernism
Transnational cultures and hybrid identities
Ethnicity, Gender, and Cultural inequities
Digital media in contemporary mass culture
Contemporary Indian writings in English and cultural experimentations
Regional literature and cultural interventions
Cinema and cultural representations
Cultural globalization and its manifestations
Cultural Diversity and Global Sustainability
Cross-cultural communication
Language and inter-cultural competence
Media and Language
Media and Culture
Social media linguistics
Coloniality and Cultural Trauma
Decoloniality, border thinking and cultural De-linking
Nativism and cultural nationalism

Keynote Speaker
Prof. Pramod K Nayar
(University of Hyderabad)

Topic- The A-List: Atomic Scientists and the
Nuclear Humanities
Prof. Nayar is the only professor from an Indian University to figure in world's 200 for
literary studies in Stanford University's rankings released in 2021. He is also the
recipient of the prestigious Visitor's Award for Research in the field of Humanities,
Arts, and Social Sciences from the President of India in 2018. With his wide-ranging,
rigorous, and uncompromising scholarship, Prof Nayar has contributed intensively to
the Indian and the global academic culture. His most recent books include The Human
Rights Graphic Novel (Routledge 2021), Alzheimer’s Disease Memoirs (Springer 2021),
Essays in Celebrity Culture (Anthem 2021), Indian Travel Writing in the Age of Empire
(Bloomsbury 2020), Ecoprecarity (Routledge 2019), besides the edited Colonial
Education and India, 1781-1945 (5 volumes, Routledge 2019) and From Discovery to the
Civilisational Mission: English Writings on India (5 volumes, Bloomsbury, 2022).

Distinguished Speakers
Dr. Roshni Sengupta

(Institute of Intercultural Studies, Jagiellonian
University in Krakow, Poland)

Topic- Indian cinema in the age of OTT: the
‘liberation' of moving images on mobile phones
Dr. Sengupta’s fascinating research has been published in a monograph Reading the
Muslim on Celluloid: Bollywood, Representation and Politics (Primus Books, 2020), and
her co-edited volumes Breaking the Glass Ceiling: Gender and Culture in Contemporary
Literature, (Authors Press, 2021) and Film, Media, and Representation in Postcolonial
South Asia: Beyond Partition (Routledge, 2021). Her co-edited volume Narratives of Loss
and Longing: literary developments in postcolonial South Asia is forthcoming from
Routledge in 2022.

Prof. Pushp Lata
(BITS, Pilani)

Topic- Intercultural Competence and Global
Preparedness in Higher Education
Prof. Lata is known for her enormous contribution in fields of fields of English
Language Teaching, Computer Mediated Language Teaching and Learning, Syllabus
Designing and Designing Teaching Materials for both Classroom and beyond
Classroom teaching. She has co-authored fifteen books for the reputed publishers
such as Oxford University Press and Prentice Hall of India.

Dr. Priyanka Tripathi

(Indian Institute of Technology, Patna)

Topic- Graphic Narratives in India: Content,
Context and Possibilities
Dr. Tripathi has published extensively with Indian Literature, Journal of Graphic Novels
and Comics, Postcolonial Studies, Economic and Political Weekly amongst others. She is
the recipient of JIWS fellowship 2021-22 for her proposal, “Re-storying Widowhood:
The (In) Visible Lives of the Bastuhara Nari of Varanasi”. She is also the Book Reviews
Editor for Rupkatha Journal on Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities.

Dr. Torsa Ghosal

(California State University, Sacramento,USA)

Topic- Narrating the Hive Mind: Social Media
Storytelling and Twenty-First Century Fictions
Dr. Ghosal has her scholarly contributions in journals such as Studies in the Novel,
Poetics Today, Storyworlds, and Media-N: Journal of the New Media Caucus. She is the
author of a monograph, Out of Mind: Mode, Mediation, and Cognition in Twenty-First
Century Narrative (The Ohio State University Press) and an experimental novella,
Open Couplets (Yoda Press, India).

Submission Guidelines
Faculty, research scholars, post-graduate students and other professionals can submit their
abstracts (max 300 words) and a brief-bio (100 words) as a word document at
ctllm@lnmiit.ac.in by 12 March 2022.
Please mention your name in the word document’s title and also in the subject line of the
email.
E-Certificates will be provided to all registered participants.

Post-Conference Publication
All the accepted abstracts will be published in the Book of Abstracts.
The conference also aims to bring out an Edited Volume (book) with an internationally
recognized publisher such as Routledge, Bloomsbury or Palgrave Macmillan, based on the
selected papers presented in the conference. Communication regarding this will be sent
separately over emails post- conference.

Important Dates
Submission of Abstracts

12 March 2022

Notification of Abstracts Acceptance

10 April 2022

Registration for conference opens on

11 April 2022

Last Date of Registration for conference

18 April 2022

Date of Conference (online via google meet)

29 April - 01 May 2022

Registration details
All accepted presenters must register by paying a non-refundable participation fee by the
above mentioned deadline (18 April 2022).
After payment, you need to mandatorily fill up this registration form for successful
completion of registration process.

Faculty and other professionals

1000 INR

PhD scholars, independent researchers,
and post-graduate students

500 INR

Foreign Participants

20 USD

NEFT Details:

ACCOUNT NAME: The LNM Institute of Information Technology
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 51089005531
BRANCH: SBI, Secretariat, Jaipur, Rajasthan
BRANCH CODE: 31031
IFSC CODE: SBIN0031031
MICR: 302002103
SWIFT CODE: SBININBB154

Organizers
Patron
Prof. Rahul Banerjee
Director
The LNM Institute of Information Technology, Jaipur

Convenors
Dr. Usha Kanoongo
(Associate Professor & HoD, HSS)

Dr. Payel Pal
(Assistant Professor, HSS)

Advisory Committee
Prof. Ranjan Gangopadhyay
Prof. Manju Dhariwal

Prof. Mohan Krishen Kadalbajoo
Dr. Narendra Kumar

Student Coordinators
Jasrah Farooq
Vansh Mahajan

Shreya Sharma
Diya Rajwanshi

Contact details for Conference-related Queries
Kindly mail your queries and doubts at ctllm@lnmiit.ac.in
For any urgent clarification, you can reach the conference convenorsDr. Usha Kanoongo- (+91)- 9950656775
Dr. Payel Pal- (+91)- 9352403385

